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This Syllabus is an Introduction to Hebrew and the Old Testament.   This class informs the student history 

of the Hebrew language, the Old Testament, and its manuscripts.  This class also teaches the student the 

basics of the Hebrew language so he can read the words, study the words, and have a good understanding 

of how the Hebrew language functions.  This class, being an introduction, is not intended to make the 

student an expert in the Hebrew language.  The class is comprehensive for the scope, and profitable as a 

first step.  We have provided other more advanced follow-up studies for those students who wish to continue 

their study. 

 

This Syllabus can be used in conjunction with other Class Syllabi, which have Teaching on other subjects. 

 

 

 

 

NOT FOR SALE 

 

All Materials Offered by Baptist International University are Free of Charge. 

 

Baptist International University is a church-authorized international University dedicated to world 

evangelism, worldwide scripture distribution, and preparing faithful men of God for the work of the 

ministry. 

 

Since its commission in 1970, Baptist International University has employed scriptural teaching methods 

and subjects based on the Commandment Doctrine of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Scripture References 

 

 

2 Timothy 3:16 

All scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for 

reproof, for correction, for 

instruction in righteousness: 

 

Matthew 5 

18 For verily I say unto you, 

Till heaven and earth pass, 

one jot or one tittle shall in no 

wise pass from the law, till all 

be fulfilled. 

 

John 5 

39 Search the scriptures; for in 

them ye think ye have eternal 

life: and they are they which 

testify of me. 

 

Matthew 24 

35 Heaven and earth shall 

pass away, but my words shall 

not pass away. 

Mark 13 

31 Heaven and earth shall 

pass away: but my words shall 

not pass away. 

 

Luke 21 

33 Heaven and earth shall 

pass away: but my words shall 

not pass away. 

 

Matthew 28:20 

Teaching them to observe all 

things whatsoever I have 

commanded you: and, lo, I am 

with you alway, even unto the 

end of the world. Amen. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:37 

If any man think himself to be 

a prophet, or spiritual, let him 

acknowledge that the things 

that I write unto you are the 

commandments of the Lord. 

 

2 Peter 3 

15 And account that the 

longsuffering of our Lord is 

salvation; even as our beloved 

brother Paul also according to 

the wisdom given unto him 

hath written unto you; 

16 As also in all his epistles, 

speaking in them of these 

things; in which are some 

things hard to be understood, 

which they that are unlearned 

and unstable wrest, as they do 

also the other scriptures, unto 

their own destruction.  

 

Luke 4 

16 And he came to Nazareth, 

where he had been brought 

up: and, as his custom was, he 

went into the synagogue on 

the sabbath day, and stood up 

for to read. 

17 And there was delivered 

unto him the book of the 

prophet Esaias. And when he 

had opened the book, he 

found the place where it was 

written, 

18 The Spirit of the Lord is 

upon me, because he hath 

anointed me to preach the 

gospel to the poor; he hath 

sent me to heal the 

brokenhearted, to preach 

deliverance to the captives, 

and recovering of sight to the 

blind, to set at liberty them 

that are bruised, 

19 To preach the acceptable 

year of the Lord. 

20 And he closed the book, 

and he gave it again to the 

minister, and sat down. And 

the eyes of all them that were 

in the synagogue were 

fastened on him. 

21 And he began to say unto 

them, This day is this 

scripture fulfilled in your ears. 

 

1 Peter 1:25  

But the word of the Lord 

endureth for ever. And this is 

the word which by the gospel 

is preached unto you.
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Lesson 18: Understanding Diacritical Markings 

 

 

I. Hebrew Diacritical (vowel) markings 

 

A. Hebrew orthography includes three types of diacritics: 

 

• Niqqud in Hebrew is the way to indicate vowels, which are omitted in modern 

orthography, using a set of ancillary glyphs. Since the vowels can be understood from 

surrounding, context can help readers read the correct pronunciations of several letters 

of the Hebrew alphabet (the rafe sign and other rare glyphs are also listed as part of the 

niqqud system but are not in common use). 

 

• Geresh and gershayim, two diacritics that are not considered a part of niqqud, each of 

which has several functions (e.g. to denote Hebrew numerals). 

 

• Cantillation, “accents” which are used exclusively to indicate how Biblical passages 

should be chanted and may possess a punctuating function. 

 

 

II. The Niqqud 

 

A. In modern Hebrew orthography, vowel and consonant pointing is seldom used, except in 

specialized texts such as dictionaries, poetry, or texts for children or for new immigrants.  

 

B. Hebrew has five vowel phonemes—/i/, /e/, /a/, /o/ and /u/—but many more written symbols 

for them. Niqqud distinguish the following vowels and consonants. 

 

C. See chart below. 
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Hiriq i seek חִירִיק 

Tzere e and ei men צֵירֵיor   צֵירֶה 

Patach a far ח  תָּ פַּ

Kamatz a, (or o) far ץ  מָּ קָּ

Sin dot (left) s sour שִי״ן 

Shin dot (right) sh shop שִי״ן 

Holam Haser סֵר  ם חָּ חוֹלָּ

Holam Male or 

Vav Haluma וֹ לֵא  ם מָּ חוֹלָּ

Dagesh or 

Mappiq
N/A N/A פִיק  גֵשor   מַּ דָּ

Shuruk or Vav 

Shruqa
שוּרוּק 

Kubutz קֻבּוּץ 

apostrophe, e,

or nothing

Reduced Segol e men ף סֶגוֹל  חֲטַּ Hataf Segol

Reduced Patach a far ח  תָּ ף פַּ חֲטַּ Hataf Patakh

Reduced Kamatz o bore ץ  מָּ ף קָּ חֲטַּ Hataf Kamatz

English 

Example

Note 1: The symbol "ס" represents whatever Hebrew letter is used.

Note 2: The letter "ש" is used since it can only be represented by that letter.

Note 3: The dagesh , mappiq , and shuruk  are different, however, they look the same and 

are inputted in the same manner. Also, they are represented by the same Unicode character.

Note 4: The letter "ו" is used since it can only be represented by that letter.

Alternate 

Names
Name Symbol

n/a

Below: Two vertical dots underneath the letter (called sh'va) make the vowel very short.

n/aShva silent א  וָּ שְׁ

bore

u cool

Segol
e, (ei with 

succeeding yod)
men סֶגוֹל 

o

Transliteration Hebrew
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III. Vowel Comparison Chart 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Long Short Very short Notes Transliteration English Example

2, 3 a far

וֹ 2, 3, 4 o cold

n/a 5 u you

‎ִ י n/a i ski

2 e let

Notes:

3. The short /o/ and long /a/ are represented by the same diacritic.

4. The short /o/ is usually promoted to a long /o/ (holam male, vav with dot above) in Israeli 

writing for the sake of disambiguation.

5. The short /u/ is usually promoted to a long /u/ (shuruk, vav with middle dot) in Israeli 

writing for the sake of disambiguation.

Vowel length

Vowel Comparison Table

1. These vowels lengths are not manifested in Modern Hebrew.

2. Adding two vertical dots (sh'va) to the "short-vowel" diacritic produces the diacritic for 

"very short vowel" (Hebrew: חטף  ḥatáf ).
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IV. The Meteg 

 

A. The Meteg is a vertical bar placed below a character next to the niqqud for various 

purposes, including marking vowel length and secondary stress. Its shape is identical to the 

cantillation mark sof pasuq. 

 

 

V. Cantillation 

 

A. Cantillation has a more limited use than vowel pointing, as it is only used for reciting the 

Tanakh, and is not found in children’s books or dictionaries. 

 

B. In general, each word in the Tanach has one cantillation sign. This may be either a 

disjunctive, showing a division between that and the following word, or a conjunctive, 

joining the two words (like a slur in music).  

 

C. Disjunctives divide a verse into phrases, and within each phrase all the words except the 

last carry conjunctives. (There are two types of exception to the rule about words having 

only one sign. A group of words joined by hyphens is regarded as one word, so they only 

have one accent between them. Conversely, a long word may have two—e.g., a disjunctive 

on the stressed syllable and the related conjunctive two syllables before in place of meteg.) 

 

D. The disjunctives are traditionally divided into four levels, with lower-level disjunctives 

marking less important breaks. 

 

• The first level, known as “Emperors,” includes sof pasuk / siluk, marking the end of 

the verse, and atnach / etnachta, marking the middle. 

 

• The second level is known as “Kings.” The usual second level disjunctive is zakef 

qatan (when on its own, this becomes zakef gadol). This is replaced by tifcha when in 

the immediate neighborhood of sof pasuk or atnach. A stronger second level 

disjunctive, used in very long verses, is segol: when it occurs on its own, this may be 

replaced by shalshelet. 

 

• The third level is known as “Dukes.” The usual third level disjunctive is revia. For 

musical reasons, this is replaced by zarka when in the vicinity of segol, by pashta or 

yetiv when in the vicinity of zakef, and by tevir when in the vicinity of tifcha. 

 

• The fourth level is known as “Counts.” These are found mainly in longer verses and 

tend to cluster near the beginning of a half-verse: for this reason their musical 

realization is usually more elaborate than that of higher-level disjunctives. They are 

pazer, geresh, gershayim, telisha gedola, munach legarmeh and qarne farah. 

 

• The general conjunctive is munach. Depending on which disjunctive follows, this may 

be replaced by mercha, mahpach, darga, qadma, telisha qetannah or yerach ben yomo. 
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• One other symbol is mercha kefulah, double mercha. There is some argument about 

whether this is another conjunctive or an occasional replacement for tevir. 

 

• Disjunctives have a function somewhat similar to punctuation in Western languages. 

Sof pasuk could be thought of as a full stop, atnach as a semi-colon, second level 

disjunctives as commas and third level disjunctives as commas or unmarked. Where 

two words are written in the construct state (for example, pene ha-mayim, “the face of 

the waters”), the first noun (nomen regens) invariably carries a conjunctive. 

 

 

VI. The Geresh 

 

A. Geresh is a mark, ⟨ ׳⟩ that may be used as a diacritic, as a punctuation mark for initialisms, 

or as a marker of Hebrew numerals. It is also used in cantillation. 

 

B. As a diacritic, the geresh is combined with the following consonants: 
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VII. The Gershayim 

 

A. The Gershayim between the penultimate and last letters ( ״ e.g.  פזצט״א) marks acronyms, 

alphabetic numerals, names of Hebrew letters, linguistic roots and, in older texts, 

transcriptions of foreign words.  

 

B. Placed above a letter (◌   e.g.  י רִ   .it is one of the cantillation marks (פְׁ

 

C. Gershayim (Hebrew:  יִם שַּ  :also occasionally grashayim (Hebrew ,(גרשיים  without niqqud ,גֵרְׁ

יִם  שַּ רָּ  is two distinct typographical marks in the Hebrew language. The name literally ,(גְׁ

means “double geresh.” 

 

D. Gershayim most commonly refers to the punctuation mark ⟨״⟩. It is always written before 

the last letter of the non-inflected form of a word or numeral. It is used in the following 

ways: 

 

• To indicate an acronym. For example:  ַּדוּ״ח (singular),  דוּ״חוֹת (plural), “report” 

represents וחשבון  דין ; and  מ״כ (masculine),  ״כִית  ”squad commander“ ,(feminine) מַּ

represents כיתה  מפקד . 

 

• To indicate a multi-digit Hebrew numeral. For example:  י״ח represents 18. (Single-digit 

numerals are indicated with a following geresh.) 

 

• To indicate the names of Hebrew letters, differentiating them from any homographs. 

Compare טֵט הוּא יִן  שִרְׁ עַּ  “he sketched an eye” with טֵט הוּא יִ״ן  שִרְׁ עַּ  “he sketched an ayin.” 

 

• To indicate Hebrew word roots. For example: the root of  בֵּצִים שְׁ  /taʃbeˈtsim/תַּ

“crossword puzzles” is  שב״צ (š—b—ṣ); the root of  טּוֹת הַּ  ”lehaˈtot/ “to tilt, to conjugate/ לְׁ

is נט״ה (n—ṭ—h); and the root of  נוּת רְׁ כְׁ נְׁ תַּ  ”histankreˈnut/ “becoming synchronized/ הִסְׁ

is  סנכר״נ (s–n–k–r–n). 

 

• In older texts, to indicate the transliteration of a foreign word. This use corresponds to 

English’s use of italics. For example: in printed works of Rashi, the town of Rashi’s 

birth, Troyes, is spelled טרוי״ש. 
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VIII. Hebrew Syllables – Accent marks 
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Lesson 19: Review and the Hebrew Numbering System 
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